
American Music Syllabus 
A general survey of various styles of music of the Americas, including but not limited to jazz, folk, rock, and 
contemporary music. 

Class Attendance 

Regular and punctual attendance is an expectation and requirement in face–to–face sections of this class. 

Class 

MUSI 1310 

Course Outcomes 

Course Learning Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Identify the elements, styles, and musicians representative of music within the chosen style(s). 
2. Analyze the elements and structures of music using appropriate terminology. 
3. Critically evaluate the influence of social, political, technological, and/or cultural ideas on the chosen musical 

style(s). 
4. Articulate an informed personal reflection of the chosen musical style(s). 
5. Understand American Music as an expression of individual and human values within an historical and cultural 

context. 
6. Understand the influence of American Music on intercultural experiences. 
7. Identify the major genres of American Music. 
8. Identify the major composers of American Music. 
9. Identify the major musical periods of American Music. 

Required Textbooks 

Required Textbooks 

Materials: Textbook (by section); Required (R), Optional (O), No Text Required (NTR) [See below to find the 
Instructor of Record (IR) for the respective section in which you are enrolled.] 

1. Harlas (R); Story; James (R); (An Introduction to) America's Music, 3rd Edition, by Richard Crawford & Larry 
Hamberlin, W.W. Norton, ISBN 978-0-393-6692-8 

2. Laney (O); Reyes (O); Think Rock, by Kevin Dettmar, Prentice Hall, ISBN-978-0-205-77299-5; 
http://thethinkspot.com/rock-2011 

3. Lewiston (R); Listening to Jazz, 2e, Benjamin Bierman, Oxford University Press, ISBN-978-0-19-092590-1 

Evaluation Methods 

Evaluation Standards 

Assignments, exams, and other class activities Grades: 80% 
Class Participation: 20%* 
*Class Participation comprises 4 (four) criteria: 

1. preparation for class, including required materials 
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2. attendance at a minimum of 1 (one) Weatherford College musical performance (free admission!) or other live 
musical event (pre–approved by IR) 

3. completion of assigned reading/listening assignments 
4. in–person attendance or online forum participation comprise 5% of grade average 

Disabilities 

Disabilities 

Any student with a documented disability (e.g. learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) may contact the Office of 
Disabilities located in the Coyote Den, room 121, in the Academic building on the Weatherford College Weatherford 
Campus to request reasonable accommodations. 

Phone: 817-598-6350 
Office Location: Office Number 125 in the Academic Building 
Weatherford College 
225 College Park Drive 
Weatherford, TX. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic Integrity 
This course includes a zero tolerance policy for academic dishonesty, as explained in the section on Academic 
Honesty under Academic Policies in the Weatherford College Catalogue. Students are informed that every 
discovered instance of cheating or plagiarism will result in disciplinary action as per college policy. If you are unsure 
about what constitutes plagiarism please consult the Academic Integrity Statement or visit with the instructor. 
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